It only indemnifies the perpetrator of evil for a time, and that too merely so far as the opinion of some of his contemporaries is concerned. The successful bad man is admired as being clever and able, and if in a position to dole out small favours to his adherents, he gathers round himself a circle of admirers who will not examine the moral value of his deeds. A gang of thieves following a resolute and successful leader may be transformed into a conquering hoSt led by a hero on the path of glory! Not an uncommon miracle in history. But what is the value of it to the world ?
SEEKING REFUGE FROM EVIL
From the suggestions of the Evil One,, we are to seek refuge with the Source of all Goodness. We are taught to pray in this way, and our lips utter the formula from day to day ; but how many of us are there who really seek that refuge ? How many of us who do not keep a secret place in our hearts for the EvU One ? As a prince in one of Shakespeare's plays boasted that he could send the murderous Machiavel to school, so some of us can give lessons in evil-doing to the Evil One himself! We come across persons whose fair exterior conceals much that is foul within. They are exponents of the purest ethics and perpetrators of the foulest deeds. They too, no doubt, as a matter of routine, pray for refuge from the suggestions of the Evil One 1